
Throughout	time,	in	all	the	diverse	cultures	of	the	world,	people	have	
watched	and	marveled	at	the	miracle	of	flight.		Winged	figures	are	
prominent	in	the	myths,	legends,	and	pantheons	of	ancient	civilizations—
from	the	Greeks	and	Romans	to	the	Assyrians	and	Japanese.		The	Rex	
Procession	of	2004	presents	a	parade	filled	with	these	beautiful,	powerful,	
and	sometimes	terrifying	winged	wonders.

5 - TITLE FLOAT: “THE WINGED WORLD”    

This	is	one	of	the	oldest	symbols	of	Mardi	Gras,	symbolizing	the	great	feast	
on	the	day	before	Lent	begins.

4 - THE BOEUF GRAS    

Even	the	Monarch	of	Merriment	needs	jesters	in	his	court.		Rex’s	jesters	
dress	in	Mardi	Gras	colors—purple,	green,	and	gold.

3 - THE KING’S JESTERS    

A	band	rides	on	this	permanent	float	to	provide	music	for	Rex	and	for	those	
who	greet	him	on	the	parade	route.

2 - HIS MAJESTY’S BANDWAGON  

Rex’s	float	carries	Rex	and	his	pages	through	the	streets	of	New	Orleans	on	
Mardi	Gras	day.

1 - REX, KING OF CARNIVAL, MONARCH OF MERRIMENT     

This	colorful	bird,	with	a	pheasant’s	head	and	a	peacock’s	tail,	is	the	phoenix	of	
Chinese	mythology.	It	represents	not	only	the	glory	of	the	emperor	and	empress,	but	
also	the	primordial	force	of	the	universe,	and	the	union	of	yin	and	yang.		Feng	Huang	
lives	in	the	Kingdom	of	the	Wise,	and	is	known	for	its	song,	which	encompasses	all	five	
notes	of	the	traditional	musical	scale.		Feng	Huang,	the	protector	of	the	emperor,	is	
presented	before	a	magnificent	palace,	rising	above	stylized	mountains	and	clouds.

6 - FENG HUANG    
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In	Japanese	tradition	the	crane	is	considered	a	sign	of	happiness	and	
longevity,	and,	along	with	the	chrysanthemum	flower,	is	a	recurring	emblem	
associated	with	Japan’s	emperors.	In	the	11th	century	a	Buddhist	leader	
released	cranes	in	celebration	following	a	crucial	battle.		Since	that	time	
the	crane	has	been	a	symbol	of	hope	for	peace	and	healing.		In	Japan,	folded	
paper	origami	cranes	are	often	given	as	gifts	to	people	who	are	sick.

13 - IMPERIAL CRANES OF JAPAN    

The	sirens,	half	bird	and	half	woman,	were	the	enchantresses	of	the	sea.		With	
beautiful	music	they	lured	seamen	to	sail	toward	their	island	where	the	ships	
would	crash	upon	the	rocks.		Hearing	their	music,	sailors	would	jump	from	their	
ships	and	drown	trying	to	swim	to	shore.		Odysseus	saved	his	ship	by	ordering	his	
men	to	tie	him	to	the	mast	so	that	he	could	not	jump	overboard,	and	then	to	fill	
their	ears	with	beeswax	so	they	could	not	hear	the	sirens’	song.		The	sirens	later	
lost	their	feathers,	and	became	part	fish—mermaids.

12 - SEA SIRENS     

The	Egyptian	deity,	Amon,	was	originally	identified	as	a	concealed	or	secret	
god.		Then	came	a	union	between	Amon	and	the	great	sun	god	Ra,	and	thereafter	
he	was	worshipped	as	Amon-Ra	or	Amon-Kneph.	Amon	Kneph	was	depicted	with	
wings,	and	with	a	ram’s	head	with	horns	pointed	down.		As	the	supreme	deity	he	
presided	over	the	most	important	event	in	the	ancient	Egyptian	calendar,	the	
annual	flood	and	overflowing	of	the	Nile	River’s	banks.

11 - AMON KNEPH    

The	mighty	Norse	god	Odin,	the	Allfather,	had	in	his	service	two	great	
ravens	named	Hugin	(thought)	and	Munin	(memory).		Each	day	at	dawn	they	
flew	out	into	the	world	in	search	of	news	and	information.		On	their	return	
they	would	perch	on	Odin’s	shoulders	and	report	to	their	master	all	that	
they	had	seen	and	heard.

10 - HUGIN AND MUNIN  

This	feathered	or	plumed	serpent	god	was	a	principal	deity	among	the	ancient	
peoples	of	Central	America,	including	the	Aztecs,	the	Mayans,	and	the	Toltecs.		He	
was	known	as	the	God	of	the	Wind,	and	was	associated	with	the	planets	Mercury	
and	Venus.		He	was	given	credit	for	everything	from	making	the	sun	rise	each	day	
to	teaching	his	people	to	grow	maize.		The	ancient	peoples	looked	for	Quetzalcoatl	
to	return	from	the	east,	and	they	may	have	mistaken	the	arrival	of	Cortes	and	his	
Spanish	conquistadores	as	Quetzalcoatl’s	return.

9 - QUETZALCOATL    

These	horrible	birds	haunted	the	dark	marshes	and	swamps	of	Lake	
Stymphalos	in	Arcadia.		With	their	bronze	beaks	and	talons	they	carried	off	
as	prey	both	men	and	animals.		Hercules	finally	destroyed	these	monstrous	
birds.	Athena	gave	him	magic	bronze	noisemakers		(krotala)	to	frighten	them	
from	their	roosts	so	that	he	could	slay	them	with	his	bow	and	arrow.

8 - STYMPHALIAN BIRDS    

This	magnificent	creature,	half	lion	and	half	eagle,	is	claimed	by	many	
cultures.		The	earliest	accounts,	however,	are	from	India,	where	the	
Gryphon	dwells	in	the	Northern	mountains	and	guards	the	gold	and	other	
treasures	there.		The	Gryphon	builds	its	nest	of	gold,	and	its	eggs	are	
like	agates.		Combining	the	noble	qualities	of	the	lion	and	the	eagle,	the	
Gryphon	is	often	used	as	a	symbol	of	royalty.

7 - GRYPHON  



Orpheus,	the	son	of	Apollo	and	Calliope,	was	known	for	the	beautiful	music	he	made	
on	his	lyre.		Having	lost	his	wife,	Eurydice,	he	wandered	across	Thrace,	lonely	and	
uninterested	in	other	women.		Indignant,	the	spurned	Thracian	maidens	killed	him,	
tearing	his	body	limb	from	limb.	His	head	and	lyre	were	thrown	into	the	river.	The	
Muses	gathered	up	the	remaining	fragments	of	his	body,	and	buried	them	at	Libethra,	
on	the	banks	of	the	river	Hebrus,	where	the	nightingales	sing	more	sweetly	over	his	
grave	than	anywhere	else	in	Greece.

19 - NIGHTINGALES OF LIBETHRA    

This	miraculous	bird,	with	splendid	gold	and	red	plumage,	was	known	to	the	
Egyptians	and	Assyrians.	After	living	for	500	years	or	more	the	Phoenix	returned	
to	Syria,	where	he	built	a	nest	in	a	palm	tree	of	fragrant	wood,	frankincense,	
and	myrrh,	which	promptly	ignited.		From	the	phoenix’s	ashes	rose	a	new	Phoenix,	
destined	to	live	as	long	as	his	parent.		Many	young	readers	of	Harry	Potter	are	
familiar	with	Professor	Dumbledore’s	pet	Phoenix,	Fawkes,	who	goes	through	the	
cycle	of	“rising	from	his	ashes”	much	more	frequently.

18 - THE PHOENIX  

When	Perseus	killed	Medusa,	the	evil-eyed	gorgon,	the	winged	horse	
Pegasus	sprang	from	Medusa’s	blood.		Some	of	Medusa’s	blood	also	flowed	
into	the	sea,	where	it	became	coral.	Even	now	Mediterranean	women	wear	
coral	to	ward	off	the	“evil	eye.”	Pegasus	also	helped	Zeus	by	carrying	
thunderbolts	to	Mount	Olympus.		He	was	rewarded	when	Zeus	gave	him	a	
place	in	the	heavens	as	the	constellation	Pegasus.

17 - THE BIRTH OF PEGASUS 

Garuda,	half	man	and	half	eagle,	is	an	ancient	Indian	mythological	creature	
often	associated	with	the	rays	of	the	sun.		Born	at	the	beginning	of	time,	his	
father	was	one	of	the	Rishis,	the	seven	great	sages.		Garuda	is	the	king	of	
the	birds,	the	devourer	of	serpents,	and	often	is	depicted	flying	across	the	
sky	carrying	the	supreme	god	Vishnu	on	his	back.

16 - GARUDA    

Halcyone	was	the	wife	of	King	Ceyx,	whom	she	loved	deeply.		On	a	voyage	to	consult	
the	oracle	of	Apollo	his	ship	was	caught	in	a	storm	and	sank.		Unaware	of	her	
husband’s	death,	Halcyone	prayed	incessantly	for	his	return,	until	finally	the	
sea	carried	his	body	back	to	the	shore	where	she	waited.		In	her	grief,	she	threw	
herself	into	the	sea,	and	embraced	her	dead	husband.		The	gods	took	pity,	and	
transformed	both	Ceyx	and	Halcyone	into	kingfishers	(halcyons),	and	decreed	that	
during	the	mating	weeks	of	spring	the	elements	should	be	calm—halcyon	days.	

15 - HALCYONE  

The	Royal	Barge	is	a	permanent	float,	complete	with	Royal	Gryphon,	
appropriate	to	this	year’s	theme,	“The	Winged	World.”

THE ROYAL BARGE   

This	permanent	float	honors	the	most	famous	of	all	of	New	Orleans’	
streetcar	lines.

14 - THE STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE  



The	rulers	of	Babylon	lived	and	ruled	under	the	protection	of	benevolent	
genies.		These	winged	mythological	divinities	sometimes	had	the	head	of	a	
lion	or	of	a	human,	and	often	held	symbolic	objects	in	their	claws,	such	as	a	
vase	of	purifying	water	and	a	cone-shaped	symbol	of	protection.		One	of	the	
best	known	images	of	the	Babylonian	Genie	comes	from	a	massive	sculpture	
excavated	from	the	tomb	of	Sargon	II,	who	ruled	Babylon	about	700	B.C.

26 - BABYLONIAN GENIE    

Jupiter,	though	married	to	Juno,	was	an	unfaithful	husband,	and	was	flirting	
with	Io.		When	Juno	became	suspicious,	Jupiter	turned	Io	into	a	white	heifer.		Juno,	
knowing	that	Jupiter	could	just	as	easily	turn	himself	into	a	bull,	sent	Argus,	her	
many-eyed	watchdog,	to	guard	Io.		Jupiter	sent	Mercury	to	kill	Argus,	infuriating	
Juno,	who	was	very	fond	of	Argus.		She	gathered	up	his	many	eyes	and	placed	them	
on	the	feathers	of	the	most	beautiful	bird	in	her	garden.		When	the	peacock	spreads	
its	tail,	you	can	still	see	the	eyes	of	Argus.		

25 - JUNO AND THE PEACOCK 

Zeus,	the	supreme	deity	of	classical	antiquity,	was	the	father	of	both	gods	and	men.		
Along	with	the	thunderbolt,	he	is	most	often	associated	with	his	great	eagle.		It	was	
the	Eagle	of	Zeus	who	carried	thunderbolts	to	Mount	Olympus,	and	retrieved	them	
after	they	were	thrown.		Zeus	sent	his	eagle	to	gnaw	on	Prometheus’	liver	when	
Prometheus	was	punished	for	giving	mankind	the	gift	of	fire.		And	it	was	the	Olympian	
Eagle	that	brought	Ganymede	to	Mount	Olympus	to	be	Zeus’	cupbearer.		The	Olympian	
Eagle	of	Zeus	is	seen	in	the	heavens	as	the	constellation	Aquila,	The	Eagle.

24 - THE OLYMPIAN EAGLE OF ZEUS  

In	Babylonian	mythology	Tiamat	embodied	the	primordial	chaos	of	creation.		The	
mother	of	creation,	she	became	enraged	at	her	descendants	and	led	a	monstrous	
army	against	them.		Only	Marduk,	among	all	the	gods,	was	able	to	subdue	her,	thus	
becoming	the	greatest	god	of	the	Babylonian	pantheon.		Marduk	cut	Tiamat’s	body	
in	half;		the	upper	half	became	the	sky,	and	the	lower	half	became	the	earth.		From	
her	tears	flowed	the	Tigris	and	Euphrates	Rivers.		Tiamat	is	represented	here	as	a	
fantastic,	snarling,	winged	demon.

23 - TIAMAT   

In	Persian	mythology	this	magnificent	bird	with	glorious	plumage	and	immense	
wings	is	said	to	have	lived	long	enough	to	have	seen	the	world	destroyed	
three	times,	and	thus	to	possess	the	wisdom	of	all	ages.	His	nest	was	built	in	
the	Tree	of	Knowledge,	and	his	colorful	feathers	were	believed	to	instantly	
heal	the	most	terrible	wounds.		Zal,	the	greatest	Persian	warrior,	was	saved	
as	an	infant	by	the	Simurgh,	and	raised	in	the	Simurgh	nest.

22 - SIMURGH  

The	Assuri	are	the	fallen	spirits	of	Buddhism.		They	dwell	in	a	state	of	
inferior	happiness,	isolated	from	the	other	heavens.		In	Chinese	mythology	
this	world	is	found	just	below	Mount	Mienmo	and	is	the	lowest	of	the	26	
heavens.

21 - ASSUN, THE CHINESE WARRIOR  

Phaeton,	son	of	Helios,	stole	his	father’s	sun-chariot	and,	after	a	wild	ride	across	
the	heavens,	was	killed	by	one	of	Zeus’s	thunderbolts	and	thrown	by	the	gods	
into	the	river	Eridanus.		His	grief-stricken	friend	Cygnus	dove	and	dove	again	into	
the	river,	seeking	his	lost	comrade.		For	his	devotion	the	gods	turned	him	into	a	
celestial	swan,	the	constellation	Cygnus.	Watch	how	swans	swim	on	the	surface	
of	the	river,	frequently	thrusting	their	heads	under	water,	searching.

20 - CYGNUS 


