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Ancient Cathay

6th Grade/Computer Lab/Ms. Statton

In this WebQuest, you will learn about the cultural highlights of Ancient China.
Directions:  Read the questions and click on the links to answer.

China used to be known as Cathay. The name “Cathay” comes from a political power which ruled a large portion of Asia until the 13th century.   Europeans pronounced this name “Cathay.”  This political power was known as the Black ________________. 

This person was one of the most famous rulers of the Mongol Empire.  The well-known explorer, Marco Polo, traveled to the royal court to meet him.  This ruler’s name is _________________________________.

Legend says that a mythical emperor named Fu-Hsi invented the “pa kua” which are eight trigrams which form the basis of Chinese writing.  In the ancient Chinese writing system, words often looked liked pictures of the things they were suppose to represent.  For example, the word for “sun” looked like a picture of the sun.  This type of writing is known as _________________________________.
Worship of ancestors or relatives who have died, are very important in Chinese religion and culture.  Chinese people keep small altars to the ancestors in their homes and ask them for advice.  Ancestor worship promotes the value of loyalty to the _______________________.
Pavilions are an essential feature of Chinese architecture. They typically use columns support a roof but have no walls.  Pavilions provide a resting place or commemorate an event.   They can be built of materials as diverse as wood, stone, or bamboo and occasionally bronze.  The largest pavilion in China is known as the Summer 

_______________.  

The Peking Opera is a Chinese art form known around the world.  It incorporates elements of mime, singing, dancing, music, and acrobatics.  The four main roles are Sheng (leading men actors), Dan (women actors), Jing (faced-painted actors) and Chou, which are ______________________.
The Spring Festival is the most important Chinese festival.  It is also known as the Chinese New Year.  During this festival, people celebrate with fireworks, dragons, and red banners.  People pay respects to their ancestors and ask for good fortune in the New Year.  The date of this celebration changes each year and is determined by the __________________________ calendar.

Imperial guardian lions are mythical beasts which have traditionally guarded the entrance to many important Chinese buildings.  They are also known as Fu Dogs. They are placed in pairs with a male dog and a female dog.  The male lion is thought to protect the building while the female protects _________________________.
The Chinese dragon is known as Lord of the Sky.  Dragons are very significant in Chinese culture.  Emperors believe they are descended from dragons and that the dragon is a symbol of Imperial ________.
The crane is a symbol of long life in China.  This bird is one of the most important in China and is believed to live forever.  It is also a symbol for _______________that comes with old age.

